
March 3, 2009 March 3, 2009 Minutes 

The regular meeting of the Colby Common Council was called to order at 7:30 P.M. by Mayor James Schmidt. On roll call: 
Lange, Beisner, Schmidt, Raatz, Schraufnagel, Holtzhausen, Hederer, and Hayes. Also present were Clerk Connie Gurtner, 
DPW Harland Higley Jr and Engineer Mike Voss.  
 
Agenda was posted by the clerk. The agenda will stand as the order of the meeting. 
 
Minutes of the February 3 council meeting were pre read and reviewed. Motion was made by T Schmidt, seconded by 
Hayes to approve the minutes as presented. Motion carried with a voice vote. 
 
Financial Statement and Bills were discussed. Motion was made by, seconded by to pay the bills as presented. The 
amounts approved are as follows: General Fund $59,877.07; Water Department $223,032.70; Sewer Department 
$194,467.31; TIF Department - $1,125.00; Net payroll - $26,016.82. Motion carried with a voice vote. 
 
Colby-Abbotsford Police Commission met on February 17th.  
 
The commission approved minutes and expenditures. 
 
Lange asked why the books couldn�t be done by one municipality. The commission decided to speak with Colby to see if 
they would consider doing the books full time.  
 
Officer Schmidt mention that Mid-Wisconsin Bank offers a health savings plan, however, there are fees involved. It would 
be $20 to start up an account and $2.00 a month service fee if the account is less than $1,500. The bank has offered to 
wave the fees for 2009. This is a pre-tax benefit to cover things insurance doesn�t cover. It must be used to medical 
expenses. Officer Schreiber mentioned the Abby State Bank has no fees. The commission approved the deductions for 
health savings accounts. 
 
Under the Chief�s report Voss mentioned that the Chief�s car is in need of repairs and will need to look at repairs versus 
buying a new, used vehicle. Chief Gosse is to bring this to the next meeting. Officer Schmidt informed the committee that 
Officer Bauer wrote a grant and they will be receiving $4,155 to cover audio and video equipment for the interview room in 
the new Public Safety Building. 
 
Motion was made by Schmidt, seconded by Beisner to approve the actions and expenditures of the Police Commission for 
February. Motion carried with a voice vote. 
 
Joint Review Board met on February 11th. 
 
Mayor Schmidt reported that the Joint Review Board met and approved the amended TIF Plan. 
 
Water/Sewer/Streets met on February 16th.  
 
Dave Mason and Dan Hoenecke represented the Sheriff�s Department and addressed the new compliance issues with their 
current wireless system. The department needs to place a ring on our tower to again be compliant with their 
communications. An LP tank would be included in the equipment near the tower. The county would be responsible for the 
expenses and a mutually agreed upon maintenance crew would be hired, also at the county�s expense. The department 
plans on beginning this process as early as fall 2009 and the digital conversion deadline is December 31, 2012. Motion 
made by Hederer, seconded by Hayes to approve the request by the Sheriff�s Department to install a ring for wireless 
services and associated equipment. Motion carried with a voice vote.  
 
Wallace Wireless Requested to Install Hardware on Water Tower for Wireless Internet Service. The committee would prefer 
the gentleman from Wallace Wireless make a presentation and/or formal business proposal to the committee. No action 
was taken on this item.  
 
DPW Higley presented the purchase of a crane hoist to lift pumps in the sewer lift stations for a price of $1,807.28. Motion 
made by Holtzhausen, seconded by Schraufnagel to purchase the crane hoist for city truck at the price of $1,807.28. 
Motion carried with a voice vote.  
 
A resident on Highway 13 has questioned why the city will not maintain sidewalks from the Vet Clinic and south to 
Harmony. The resident states the DOT purchased the front few feet of their property for the highway reconstruction and do 
not feel they are responsible for maintenance. Since the city maintains the walking trail, the argument is that the sidewalk 
should be maintained from Harmony Convenience Store and north along Highway 13. After discussion the committee 
agreed to leave the policies/ordinance of snow removal as is.  
 
Overlay by the County for West Spence Street is scheduled for 2010. The city needs to progress with cost estimates for 
utility replacements. Estimates and figures need to be prepared for budget time. The county needs to know by mid 
summer what the city plans to do. West Spence Street reconstruction/utility/infrastructure project needs to continue to 
move forward. Engineer Voss will look again at the preliminary budget and make sure costs are up to date. He will present 
these at a later meeting. 
 



A resident requested a street light to be placed at the corner of Dehne and Community drives. DPW Higley obtained a cost 
estimate from Xcel Energy in the amount of $1500 - $1800. Motion made by Hederer, seconded by Beisner to erect a 
street light at the corner of Dehne and Community Drives at a projected cost of $1500 to $1800. Motion carried with a 
voice vote. 
 
The city applied for a variance for the construction of well #13 to the Wisconsin DNR. The variance was granted and 
construction may move forward. Certain criteria must be met but they are along the lines of standard procedure and would 
not require any additional costs to the city.  
 
The next step is to proceed with the drilling of Well #13. Engineer Voss cautioned that Municipal Well and Pump may not 
automatically be offered the project. This must be bid out because state mandates require anything over $15,000 be open 
for bidding. Bid documents will be prepared by MSA as part of our contract. Development of the well must be delayed until 
the results of the Community Development Block Grant are awarded (should be between now and April). Voss suggests 
beginning the bidding process as soon as possible. As soon as the results of the CDBG are known, development can begin. 
The committee is anticipating having a bid opening compete before the April meeting.  
 
A feasibility study needs to be conducted in order to progress with the Water Pipeline Project. The group wants to know 
who is interested in participating in this pipeline and would be willing and able to take a share in the cost of the study. 
Wausau is conducting their own study to make sure they have the water capacity to fulfill this project and meet its own 
needs. They are looking at $3,000 - $5,000 for each participating municipality. A decision must be made by March 6, 2009 
when the group meets again. This amount is a flat fee and not determined by capita or number of gallons needed. A Water 
Authority would be formed and each community would have a single vote/say. This entity would purchase the water from 
Wausau and sell/distribute to the involved municipalities. Wausau is treating 8 million gallons and has a 12 million gallon 
capacity. The PSC is in control of the water so there is not a lot of pressure/strong arming that Wausau would be able to 
do. Once they provide the water, they cannot refuse it to the municipalities.  
Motion was made by Holtzhausen, seconded by Hederer to participate in feasibility study for the Wausau Water Pipeline 
Project in the amount of $3,000 - $5,000. Motion carried with a voice vote.  
 
City Planning Committee met March 2nd.  
 
DPW Higley called the DOT and there are no setbacks required for the vacant lot on Highway 13 but they request that 
there are a couple feet left open for visibility reasons. He also questioned an entrance from Highway 13 and there is 
currently not one in the plans but it may be added. If purchase was made on the two adjoining properties, entrance would 
have to be from Clark Street. Four parties are interested in the property. Parties include the VFW, Mr & Mrs. Holman, Jim 
Jakel, & Sandy Albrecht. Lange asked for a closed bid with minimum bid at the assessed value of the property. 
Schraufnagel agreed. Joe reminded the committee that any mutual agreement would be up to interested parties and not a 
concern for this committee. Motion made by Hederer, seconded by Holtzhausen to put vacant lot on Highway 13 up for 
sealed bids with minimum bid at the assessed price. The city reserves the rights to accept or reject any bids. Motion 
carried with voice vote. 
 
Ashley Rueden asked the committee for permission to have an outdoor party to include a live band. The band would be set 
up in the large garage on the 202 E Spence Street property (off of N Main Street) and music would be played between the 
hours of 8PM and 12AM. It was also requested, due to the Highway 13 construction and expected heavy traffic on Spence 
Street, that North Main Street be closed for parking and safety reasons. Motion made by Schmidt, seconded by 
Schraufnagel to allow for outdoor party and band at 202 E Spence Street with music between the hours of 8pm and 12am 
and North Main Street remaining open. Motion carried with voice vote. Beisner voted no.  
 
Beisner explained that the location of the new sign will impact the cost of the construction. Hederer asked about the sign 
being located on the west side of Highway 13 but since people entering the city are on the east side it is more visible. The 
committee will request members of the Colby Chamber of Commerce and Colby Economic Development to attend the next 
Parks Committee meeting. The current Chamber sign could be relocated to another entrance of the city. After discussion, 
the council decided to construct the new sign in the current location of the Chamber�s sign.  
 
The db Communications contract was discussed. Vicki spoke of the lost patronage due to the lake of wireless internet 
services. In the last 3 years circulations have increased 84% and internet users increased from 2100 users to over 6400. 
Currently she needs to send patrons to Abbotsford and is losing circulations because of this. She asked that the committee 
consider the library�s need while deciding on the db Communications contract. Since last discussed, db Communications 
has amended the contract. The new contract calls for db Communications to pay $250/month for 12 months and to 
renegotiable after the first year. It also reduces the term of the contract from three years to one year. This agreement 
would also allow for 5 free wireless services to the city. Motion made by Schmidt, seconded by Beisner to approve the 
amended terms of the contract from 3 years to 1 year as well as a rate of $250/month instead of $350/month. Motion 
carried with a voice vote. 
 
Mayor Schmidt: Mayor Schmidt reported on the United Communities of Clark County Meeting & the Library Annual Report.  
 
Mayor Schmidt appointed Sam Hayes to finish the term of John Goodwin on the Board of Appeals Committee. He also 
appointed Darrell Hornick as an alternate for the Board of Appeals Committee. Both terms will expire in 2011. Motion was 
by Holtzhausen, seconded by Lange to approve the Mayor�s appointments of Sam Hayes and Darrell Hornick to the Board 
of Appeals. Motion carried with a voice vote.  
 
Harland Higley Jr: The following building permit was issued: Mary Ann Treankler, 207 S 4th Street, interior remodeling. 



 
Engineer Mike Voss: Mike Voss passed out a project update for the Well #13 Project the CDG-PF Pre-application and Utility 
for Hwy 13 and the TID Act #57 Amendment.  
 
Committee meetings for March: Colby-Abbotsford Police Commission will meet on March 9, 2009 at 6:00 P.M. at the Colby-
Abbotsford Police Department. Water/Sewer Committee will meet on March 31, 2009 at 6:00 P.M. Parks/Rec/Recycling will 
meet on March 26, 2009 at 6:00 P.M.  
 
Adjourn: Motion was made by Beisner, seconded by Hederer to adjourn at 8:45 P.M. Motion carried with a voice vote. 
 
Approved _________________ Mayor _________________________ 
James W Schmidt  
Attest _________________________ 
Connie Gurtner, Clerk 

 


